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regard to the supplies of suitable wood. The main advan-
tage of the industry in the province of Madras is cheap labour.
The location of the main match factory in the province of
Bombay at Ambarnath appears to be defective. The wood
has to be obtained from the Colaba and Kanara districts. In
spite of the high price paid for the wood, the supply is not
regular. Before the war, the other factories of the Bombay
province used to import aspen wood from Sweden because
the supply of Indian wood was irregular and the darker colour
of its splints was not liked by the consumers.

The industry is an expanding one but the new factories
should be located in those areas where suitable varieties of
wood are available. No section of the industry should be
dependent upon imports of aspen wood, as far as possible. In
some of the provinces like Bombay, plantations of suitable
types of wood should be started to enable the industry to be
independent of foreign supplies.

2.   Industrially Backward and Depressed Regions
The location and distribution of six important industries
has been discussed in the earlier chapters and, after review-
ing briefly a few more industries, we are now in a position
to have a bird's-eye-view of the pattern of industrial distri-
bution in India as a whole. Relevant maps showing the
location and distribution of different industries have been
given in different chapters. A careful perusal of these maps
shows that there are two broad industrial regions; the first
is a rectangular shaped region embracing almost the whole
of the Ganges basin and extending up to the river Ravi; in the
east it touches Calcutta and in the west Amritsar. The second
is a triangular region; if a line is drawn between the towns
of Ahmedabad and Madras, roughly the region would lie to
the south-west of this line. Only a section of the cotton in-
dustry in Malwa and Berar and a section of the sugar indus-
try in north-eastern Madras would lie outside these regions.
A glance at the map of India showing the distribution of
population would indicate that these two regions embrace
almost all the densely populated areas of the country. An